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which, we refer to when we speak of coolies ; we mean all those
who are ready to employ their bodily labour on behalf of others
for hire only, and without any other share in the produce of
that labour.

Now, it is useless to deny that this class, which is the lowest
generally in the social scale, is of very great importance to any
community, above all to the Indian community, and specially
with respect to such works as are for the public good. No
road can be constructed without cooly labor, no tank dug,
no pucka house built. Conservancy operations, drainage, &c.,
travelling, even funeral rites, are more or less dependent on this
class, Agricultural labour is in India hardly to be ranked in the
same class. In many cases men labour on land rented by them-
selves \ the external labour they require is either mutually lent
from one to the other ; or when this is not done, the labourer is
frequently paid by a share of the profits ; but with the sole excep-
tion of agriculture, all useful works undertaken by Government,
all beneficial employment of capital in the interior, is mainly de-
pendent upon the supply of hired labour. It follows, therefore*
that the material prosperity of the country greatly depends on
the abundance and the cheapness of this supply ; and when we
speak of cheapness, it must be remembered that we use the term
relatively. There is no particular reason why an agricultural
labourer should receive more than a cooly ; it is desirable indeed
that a cooly should be paid enough to support himself without de-
gradation, but it is not desirable that that kind of labour which
is most needed for the development of capital should be at a,
higher price than other manual and illiterate labour, and there-
fore that capital should be driven away from the country, and
public works stunted by their enormous cost

It is hardly too much to say, then, that a supply of labour
at a moderate rate is a necessity of good government, if not
of government at all, in any State that deserves the name.
The fact that other Governments situated not unlike that of
Bengal, such as the Governments of the Mauritius, of Deme-
rara, establish expensive agencies in India to recruit labourers,
shows this. Oar own experience in Assam most abundantly
shows it. BTot only is the cost of all public works, as well as
of such departments as the survey, enormously increased, bufc
even at this increased cost operations are frequently at a stand-
still through want of labour,

In Bengal it is evident that it must be the ruin of the
country if it goes on extending as it has done recently. We